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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined In section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Sugimoto (US 6,409,170). 

Claims 1 & 5: Sugimoto discloses a gaming machine that comprises of a front panel 
attached to a main body with an opening formed or outlet (14) for the release of 
medals/coins (Fig. 2, Abstract, Col. 4:50-53). Sugimoto discloses a medal storage unit 
attached to the front panel and configured to store medals/coins provided from outlet 
(14). There is also, a guide member or chute (22) provided or attached to the main 
body, configured to guide the medals to the opening (Fig. 3. Col. 4:48-57). 
Furthermore, there is a projection disposed in the vicinity of the opening and is 
projected from an inner face of the guide member (Fig. 4). Figure 4. illustrates a lower 
portion or face of the opening is somewhat below a lower portion or face of the guide 
member. 

Claim 3: The projection is of the same width of the chute, considering it is interpreted 
as the lower part of the chute closest to the outlet (Fig. 4). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sugimoto (US 6,409,170) In view of Casanova et al (US 2002/0130011). 
Claim 2: Sugimoto discloses a gaming machine that comprises of a front panel 
attached to a main body with an opening formed or outlet (14) for the release of 
medals/coins (Fig. 2, Abstract, Col. 4:50-53). Sugimoto discloses a medal storage unit 
attached to the front panel and configured to store medals/coins provided from outlet 
(14). There is also, a guide member or chute (22) provided or attached to the main 
body, configured to guide the medals to the opening (Fig. 3, Col. 4:48-57). 
Furthermore, there is projection disposed in the vicinity of the opening and is projected 
from an inner face of the guide member (Fig. 4). 

However, Sugimoto excludes a cover member configured to cover the guide 
member. Casanova et al. discloses a coin-processing machine that comprises of a 
guide member with a cover material disposed therein. The laminated material is located 
in the coin chute for purposes of reducing the noise that occurs as the coins impact the 
wall of the coin chute. The laminated material or metal further provides more rigidity 
and will deform less under the impact of coins (Figs. 10a-1 1 , H 65-66, 72). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to modify 
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the guide member of Sugimoto with the cover of Casanova for purposes of providing a 
laminated material/cover that will reduce the noise caused by coin impact and reduce 
the wear and tear due to impact (H 65-66, 72). 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sugimoto (US 6,409,170) in view of Davies (US 4,326,621). 

Claim 4: Sugimoto discloses the limitations with respect to claim 1 , but fails to disclose 
the chute or guide member made of a resin material. Davies discloses a coin detecting 
apparatus, wherein the chute is made of an electrically insulated material such as 
synthetic or plastic material (resin material)(Col. 5:40-45, Col. 9:20-28). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
chute of Sugimoto such that it is made of a resin material such as plastic, as taught by 
Davies for purposes of providing a electrically insulated chute. Such a modification 
would prevent electrically components within near or attached to the chute for short- 
circuiting. Furthermore, it is well known in the art for an artisan to make chutes out .of a 
resin material because they are readily fabricated, relatively inexpensive, and is 
lightweight. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Okada (US 5,441,447) teaches a similarly structured coin dispensing gaming 
device. 

Kovens (US 5,649,614) teaches a chute cover for a dispensing device. 
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Tamaki (US 6,312,331 & US 6,378,685) teaches a gaming device with a coin 
receiving means. 

Tanaica et al (US 6,595,343) teaches coin-rolling device with a resin molded chute 
or guide member. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tramar Harper whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6177. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomriation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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